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“The new gas pipelines from 
Turkmenistan to Russia, Iran 
and China have virtually 
redrawn the energy map 
of Eurasia and the Caspian, 
bypassing the West and 
dispensing with Big Oil.”

A major reason for the U.S.-led invasion and occupation 
of Afghanistan was the building of a pipeline through 
the country that would take natural gas from 

Turkmenistan to India and Pakistan. Canada and the other 44 
Western countries occupying Afghanistan are supporting this 
U.S. objective by bolstering Washington’s military position 
in the country. 

Turkmenistan, which borders Afghanistan, contains the 
fourth largest reserves of natural gas in the world. The U.S. 
has been trying to set up the pipeline for a decade, having first 
negotiated the venture with the previous Taliban government. 
Two months after these negotiations broke down, Washington 
overthrew the Taliban in October 2001 
when it invaded Afghanistan. 

Since then, the U.S. has persuaded 
India, Pakistan, Turkmenistan, and 
Afghanistan to sign an agreement aimed 
at constructing the pipeline, but the war 
in Afghanistan and the U.S.’s failure to 
defeat the Taliban stalled actual work 
on this project. Washington’s occupation 
of Afghanistan and pipeline plans are 
part of its strategy to gain control of Central Asia’s and the 
Caspian Sea area’s energy riches and divert them away from 
Russia, China, and Iran. 

As Richard Boucher, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for 
South and Central Asian Affairs, stated in September 2007: 
“One of our goals is to stabilize Afghanistan so it can become a 
conduit and hub between South and Central Asia so that energy 
can flow to the south… and so that the countries of Central Asia 
are no longer bottled up between the two enormous powers of 
China and Russia, but rather that they have outlets to the south 
as well as to the north and the east and the west.”

However, as the Indian diplomat M.K. Bhadrakumar put 
it in an article for Asia Times, “The United States’ pipeline 
diplomacy in the Caspian, which strove to bypass Russia, 
elbow out China and isolate Iran, has foundered.” 

Recently, the U.S.’s Turkmen-Afghan pipeline plans 
have suffered what appears to be a fatal blow. On January 
6, Turkmenistan committed its entire gas exports to China, 
Russia, and Iran with the inauguration of the Dauletabad-
Sarakhs-Khangiran (DSK) pipeline which connects Iran’s 
northern Caspian area with Turkmenistan. 

As Bhadrakumar explains, Turkmenistan “has no urgent 
need of the pipelines that the United States and the European 
Union have been advancing.” The operation of the DSK 
pipeline, along with the launching of another one between 
China and Turkmenistan in December 2009, has “virtually 
redrawn the energy map of Eurasia and the Caspian,” he 
maintains. “We are witnessing a new pattern of energy 
cooperation at the regional level that dispenses with Big 
Oil [private Western multinational oil companies]. Russia 
traditionally takes the lead. China and Iran follow the example. 
Russia, Iran, and Turkmenistan hold, respectively, the world’s 

largest, second-largest, and fourth-largest gas reserves. And 
China will be consumer par excellence in this century. The 
matter is of profound consequence to U.S. global strategy.” 

Bhadrakumar has served in diplomatic posts for India 
in the Soviet Union, Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, and Pakistan.

Russia and Turkmenistan have also agreed to build an 
east-west pipeline connecting all of the latter’s gas fields to 
one network so that the pipelines going to Russia, Iran, and 
China can take gas from any of the fields.

Three weeks before the opening of the DSK pipeline, 
China and Turkmenistan inaugurated a major natural 
gas pipeline between the two countries. The presidents of 

China, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, 
and Uzbekistan attended the opening 
ceremony of the 1,833-kilometre pipeline 
on December 14, 2009. The pipeline will 
transport natural gas from the Saman-
Depe field in eastern Turkmenistan 
through Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan to 
China’s Xinjiang province, from where 
it will go to 14 Chinese provinces and 
cities. By 2012, the pipeline will deliver 

40 billion cubic metres of gas per year, which is more than 
half of China’s present gas consumption.

Chinese President Hu Jintao described the pipeline as 
“another platform for collaboration and cooperation” between 
China and Central Asia. In return for access to Central Asian 
gas, China is building infrastructure and giving cheap loans 
to the area’s republics. According to John Chan, writing on 
the World Socialist Website: “Beijing’s broader aim is to bring 
the region within its own political and strategic orbit.”

Turkmenistan President Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov 
declared that the pipeline has “not only commercial and 
economic value. It is also political,” and will become “a major 
contributing factor to security in Asia.”

Uzbekistan President Islam Karimov added: “China, 
through its wise and farsighted policy, has become one of 
the key guarantors of global security.”

As Chan puts it, “The opening of a major Chinese pipeline 
from Turkmenistan alters the Central Asian energy equation. 
The Financial Times commented last week that the pipeline 
“deals a blow to the European Union’s plans to win Turkmen 
supplies for the planned Nabucco pipeline.” 

This pipeline is the U.S.’s and E.U.’s attempt at breaking 
Russia’s dominant role as the leading energy supplier to Europe. 
Nabucco depends mainly on getting gas from Azerbaijan 
and Turkmenistan. However, Russia now wants to double its 
consumption of Azerbaijani gas, and Iran is also becoming a 
consumer of this gas, further reducing supplies for Nabucco. 

In December 2009, Azerbaijan signed an agreement to 
deliver gas to Iran through the 1,400km Kazi-Magomed-
Astara pipeline. Russia’s South Stream and North Stream 
pipelines (the latter’s construction starts in Spring 2010), will 
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Vital resources can no longer 
be seized through armed force

supply gas to northern and southern Europe, ensuring Moscow’s 
continued dominance of energy supplies to Europe. 

As Bhadrakumar points out, the DSK pipeline shows that U.S. 
efforts to demonize, isolate, and terrorize Iran have failed miserably. 
In open defiance of U.S. policy, President Berdymukhammedov of 
Turkmenistan is busy creating “a new economic axis” with Iranian 
president Mahmud Ahmadinejad, whom he considers a valuable 
partner. 

Washington’s and the West’s show of force in Afghanistan has 
also failed to impress Berdymukhammedov, who is giving all of his 
country’s natural gas to Russia, China, and Iran. These countries are 
not currently engaged in imperialist military occupation of another 
nation. All they had to do to get Turkmenistan’s gas was to offer 
it a decent economic deal. So, while the West kills thousands of 
civilians in Afghanistan and Pakistan and ravages both countries, 
Russia, China and Iran are acquiring the crucial energy riches of 
Central Asia and the Caspian area without firing a shot. 

Russian dominance of Central Asia was further cemented by 
the recent overthrow of the pro-U.S. government in Kyrgyzstan and 
its replacement by a pro-Moscow regime. The new government has 
told Washington that it intends to close the Manas airbase, which 
is the main transshipment point for American troops and supplies 
to Afghanistan. 

In light of such major Western energy-related defeats, the 
continuing occupation of Afghanistan by 46 Western nations must 
have some other purpose. If their military venture was mainly for 
economic reasons — if they simply wanted greater access to Central 
Asia’s resources — why did they not offer the region’s countries 
acceptable prices for them, just as Russia, China, and Iran are doing? 

The answer perhaps lies in a memorable remark by the great 
Palestinian intellectual Edward Said: “At the heart of the Western 
Idea is imperialism.” 

The West did not become rich by offering resource-endowed 
countries fair and mutually beneficial economic deals. It became 
rich by subjecting countries in the Global South to 500 years of 
genocide and plunder through colonialism, neocolonialism, and 
the endless wars these aggressive actions entail. 

The U.S. and its allies do not seem to realize that the dark age 
of “might-is-right” imperialism is coming to an end. Russia, China, 
India, and Iran are not countries that can be subdued by displays 
of military aggression in neighbouring nations. The continuing 
futile occupation of Afghanistan reflects the failure of the West’s 
political and military strategists to face this new geopolitical reality. 

What possible threat could a financially and politically crippled 
West — a coalition that can’t even defeat the Taliban after nine years 
— pose to nuclear-armed Russia, China, and India? Countries like 
these are busy creating a post-imperial age in which aggression and 
occupation are not required to secure needed resources. 

They are leaving the decadent West in the dustbin of history. 

(Asad Ismi is The CCPA Monitor’s international affairs 
correspondent. He has written extensively on Afghanistan and is the 
author of the forthcoming radio documentary The Latin American 
Revolution. For his publications, visit www.asadismi.ws) 
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It will very generally be found that those who sneer 
habitually at human nature, and affect to despise it, 
are among its worst and least pleasant samples.

 —Charles Dickens.

You reproach me for giving alms to an undeserving beg-
gar? But I did not give it to the man, but to humanity.

 —Aristotle.

I am not an Athenian, nor a Greek, but a citizen of 
the world.

 —Socrates.

I would not enter on my list of friends the person 
who needlessly sets foot upon a worm.

 —William Cowper.

I got disappointed in human nature when I found it 
was too much like my own.

 --J.P. Donleavy.

Men have an extraordinarily erroneous opinion of 
their position in nature; and the error is ineradicable.

 —W. Somerset Maugham.

Man is one of the toughest of animated creatures. 
Only the anthrax bacillus can stand so unfavourable 
an environment for so long a time.

 —H.L. Mencken.

“This above all: to thine own self be true,
And it must follow, as the night the day,
Thou canst not then be false to any man.”

 —William Shakespeare.

Reality is something the human race doesn’t handle 
very well.

 —Gore Vidal.

The world is a comedy to those who think, a tragedy 
to those who feel.
 —Horace Walpole.

We humans do not live long enough to profit from 
our mistakes.
 —Jean de la Bruyere.

Fortunately for themselves and the world, nearly all 
men are cowards and dare not act on what they be-
lieve. Nearly all our disasters come from a few fools 
having the “courage of their convictions.”
 —Coventry Patmore.

There are plenty of people to whom the crucial 
problems of their lives never get presented to them 
in terms that they can understand.
 —John Jay Chapman.

All men and women are ordinary. The extraordinary 
ones are those who know it.
 —G.K. Chesterton.

Human Nature
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