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Resolution in Support of the Palestinian People 1 

 2 

 3 

Whereas, as a workers’ organization committed to internationalism, anti-racism, and academic 4 

freedom, the PSC must stand in solidarity with the Palestinian people in the face of brutal and 5 

ongoing settler colonial violence; 6 

 7 

Whereas, May 15 marked the 73 anniversary of the Nakba, an ethnic cleansing of Palestine that 8 

drove over 750,000 Palestinians out of their homes, villages, and cities between the years 1947-9 

1949;    10 

 11 

Whereas, the escalations of Israeli violence in May 2021—including the brutal bombing of Gaza, 12 

one of the world’s most densely populated areas, the attempted expulsion of families from their 13 

homes in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood in Jerusalem, and the continued attacks on the Al Aqsa 14 

Mosque—has taken the lives of at least 274 Palestinians (including 71 children) and 12 Israelis 15 

(including 2 children), and has injured an additional 1,900 Gazans1; 16 

 17 

Whereas, among other damage and injury, the incursion in Gaza destroyed at least 17 hospitals 18 

and medical clinics (including the area’s only COVID-19 testing facility), limited the supply of 19 

clean water to hundreds of thousands, leveled hundreds of buildings rendering at 2,500 Gazans 20 

homeless, and damaged at least 51 educational facilities, including 2 kindergartens, 46 schools, 1 21 

university, 1 vocational training center, and 1 Ministry of Education facility2; 22 

 23 

Whereas, Human Rights Watch has characterized ongoing bombing campaigns against the 24 

Gazans—in 2008 and 2009, 1,391 Palestinians were killed, including 344 children, and 13 25 

Israelis, and in 2014, 2,104 Palestinians were murdered, including 495 children, and 73 26 

Israelis3—along with the everyday, systematic and institutionalized racism of Israeli settler 27 

colonial rule as “crimes against humanity,” and as instances of both “apartheid” and 28 

“persecution”4;    29 

 30 

Whereas, Israel’s continued assault on Palestinian sovereignty, liberty, and lives mirrors 31 

atrocities perpetrated against the Indigenous peoples of North America and is therefore a 32 

reminder that both Israel and the United States are settler colonial states built on the logics and 33 

through the mechanisms of white supremacy; 34 

 35 

Whereas people of color around the world, including Black Lives Matter activists in the United 36 

States5, have connected their struggles to the Palestinians by articulating interconnected global 37 

histories of dispossession, racial capitalism, and genocide; 38 

 
1 https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-palestine-gaza-west-bank-palestinians-israelis-killed-names 

2 https://mesana.org/advocacy/letters-from-the-board/2021/05/21/mesa-board-statement-in-support-of-palestinians 
3 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28439404 
4https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution 
5https://twitter.com/Blklivesmatter/status/1394289672101064704?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetemb

ed%7Ctwterm%5E1394289672101064704%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthehill.co

m%2Fchanging-america%2Frespect%2F554368-black-lives-matter-announces-its-solidarity-with-the-palestinians 
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Whereas, Israel is the largest cumulative recipient of US military aid since WWII,6 and this aid is 39 

given at the expense of humanitarian aid to Palestine as well as the proper domestic funding for 40 

education, jobs, health care, housing and other urgent human needs; 41 

 42 

Whereas, countless other unions and federations in the United States and around the world have 43 

condemned the ongoing ethnic cleansing of the Palestinians, including a general strike in 44 

Palestine, and solidarity labor actions Greece, South Africa, Ireland, the United Kingdom, Italy7; 45 

 46 

Whereas, unions affiliated with The American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial 47 

Organizations (AFL-CIO), the PSC’s parent union, hold several billion dollars in Israeli bonds,8 48 

and the AFL-CIO maintains relations with the Israeli trade union Histadrut, an apartheid labor 49 

federation that has played a foundational role in establishing and maintaining Israeli settler 50 

colonial rule by undermining the rights of Palestinian workers, collaborating with empoloyers in 51 

reprisals against Palestinian strikers, and supporting Israel's racist policies9;   52 

 53 

Whereas, as of 2014, CUNY invests at least $1,093,900 in weapons manufacturers such as 54 

Boeing, General Electric, Lockheed Martin, Northrop Grumman, and Raytheon; tech and 55 

security companies such as Hewlett-Packard Enterprise, G4S, and Motorola Solutions; and 56 

construction firms such as Caterpillar and Cemex, making it complicit in Israeli settler colonial 57 

violence10;  58 

Be it resolved, that PSC-CUNY condemn the massacre of Palestinians by the Israeli state; 59 

Be it further resolved, that PSC-CUNY join in the campaign by CUNY student and faculty 60 

organizations, including some student governments, to have CUNY divest from all companies 61 

that aid in Israeli colonization, occupation, and war crimes;  62 

Be it further resolved, that the PSC-CUNY heed the call of the Palestine General Federation of 63 

Trade Unions in the Gaza Strip for trade unions to do everything in their power to pressure the 64 

Israelis to “stop their racist practices”;11 this includes joining the growing number of US trade 65 

unions12 that have endorsed the international campaign for Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions 66 

(BDS) against Israeli apartheid as well as protecting the academic freedom of students and 67 

scholars within CUNY and across the globe so that they are free to speak out and organize in 68 

solidarity with the Palestinian people; 69 

 
6https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel%E2%80%93United_States_relations#:~:text=Since%201985%2C%20the%20

United%20States,adjusted)%20since%20World%20War%20II. 
7 https://tribunemag.co.uk/2021/05/its-time-for-trade-union-action-against-israeli-occupation 
8 https://www.jacobinmag.com/2021/05/us-labor-leaders-palestine-israel-bonds-trade-unions 
9 https://laborforpalestine.net/labor-for-palestine-briefings/labor-zionism-and-the-histadrut/ 
10 https://www.dropbox.com/s/jl5epwbwm49k3ft/CUNY-Stock-Holdings-w-amounts.pdf?dl=0 
11http://araborganizing.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Palestinian-Trade-Unions-Call-on-Solidarity-from-US-

Labor-Unions-English.pdf 
12 https://www.leftvoice.org/utla-chapter-chairs-pass-resolution-calling-for-end-of-us-aid-to-israel/; UPTE 
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And be it further resolved, that the PSC-CUNY raise this resolution in all of its affiliates 70 

including the leading bodies of AFL-CIO and that we resolve to support all actions taken by 71 

workers who engage in boycotts, strikes, and other labor actions in solidarity with Palestianians, 72 

such as the South African trade unions which are refusing to unload Israeli ships13;  73 

And be it further resolved that the PSC-CUNY call on the AFL-CIO, the International Trade 74 

Union Confederation and the International Labor Organization break all relations with the 75 

Histradrut.     76 

 
13https://www.leftvoice.org/dockworkers-in-south-africa-refuse-to-offload-israeli-cargo-ship-in-solidarity-with-

palestine/ 


